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The Harry Potter series is one of the most phenomenal works of children's 
literature. It has attracted public attention since it was first published in 
1997 and has received increasing attention as time goes by. This study is 
purposed to investigate whether the Harry Potter series, as one of the most 
successful, popular, and influential works of children’s literature, is 
incapable of challenging stereotypes of gender. Contrary to the popular 
belief that says otherwise, this study demonstrates the part when the 
characters of this series are continuously behaving and interacting with 
each other using the typical gender traits. Several scholars may claim that 
this series is gender equal and gives the same opportunity to both boys 
and girls. The author states that she has the intention of gender equality. 
However, as the story is being conducted, it is shown that this series is still 
unable to challenge gender stereotypes. 

 Abstrak 

Kata Kunci: 
Serial Harry 
Potter, Gender 

Serial Harry Potter merupakan salah satu karya sastra anak yang paling 
fenomenal. Serial ini telah menarik perhatian publik sejak pertama kali diterbitkan 
pada tahun 1997 dan semakin mendapat perhatian dari waktu ke waktu. 
Penelitian ini bertujuan untuk menyelidiki apakah serial Harry Potter, sebagai 
salah satu karya sastra anak-anak yang paling sukses, populer, dan berpengaruh, 
tidak mampu menantang stereotip gender. Bertentangan dengan kepercayaan 
populer yang mengatakan sebaliknya, penelitian ini menunjukkan bagian ketika 
karakter-karakter dalam serial ini terus-menerus berperilaku dan berinteraksi satu 
sama lain menggunakan ciri-ciri gender yang khas. Beberapa pakar mungkin 
berpendapat bahwa serial ini setara gender dan memberikan kesempatan yang 
sama baik bagi anak laki-laki maupun perempuan. Penulis menyatakan bahwa dia 
memiliki niat untuk kesetaraan gender. Namun seiring berjalannya cerita, 
terlihat bahwa serial ini masih belum mampu menantang stereotip gender. 

http://u.lipi.go.id/1532489621
http://u.lipi.go.id/1535609965
https://doi.org/10.58223/al-irfan.v7i2.277
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Nasrullah, Moh. Supriyadi 

Introduction 

The Harry Potter series is one of the most phenomenal works of children's 

literature. It has attracted public attention since it was first published in 1997 and 

has received increasing attention as time goes by. To date, its popularity 

continues to increase and has been translated into more than eighty languages. 

This story tells about the main character named Harry Potter, a young 

wizard, on his journey to defeat the villain Lord Voldemort. In his journey 

against criminals, Harry Potter studied the art of magic at a school called 

Hogwarts. There he met friends who later became good friends to him. The two 

closest were Ronald Weasley and Hermione Granger. 

 Being successful in terms of sales and also having an interesting plot Harry 

Potter isn't just great at capturing the attention of casual readers. This novel also 

manages to intrigue the scholars, and push them to do further study based on the 

book. One of the issues which seem to be interesting for scholars is the issue of 

the portrayal of gender in children’s literature. 

 The portrayal of gender has always become something interesting to be 

discussed by scholars. The way gender issue is portrayed in the work of 

children’s literature is quite important, for children’s literature itself has been a 

great media for children to learn about self-identity. Also, Mary L. Trepanier-

Street and Jane A. Romatowski (1999) in their book state that several research 

that have been done, prove that products of children's literature can give such 

impacts to their readers—especially young readers—and also give them such 

influence in term of gender-attitudes.  

 Therefore, the Harry Potter series as one of the most popular works and 

also being influential work of children’s literature is considered to be a great 

media to promote and also introduce the portrayal of gender to young readers. 
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The portrayal of gender in an influential work of children’s literature such as 

Harry Potter might deliver a significant impact on the ideas of femininity and 

masculinity which later on may be chosen by child readers in order to build their 

self-identities. 

 The creator of this work has stated that she has the intention of portraying 

gender equality in his work. As it is claimed by Julia Eccleshare (2002), J.K. 

Rowling states that, at the school which becomes the setting of this story, an equal 

opportunity for both boys and girls. For example, boys and girls have the same 

opportunity to take part in a magical game name quidditch. There is also no such 

gendered class in this book, both boys and girls have the same curriculum to be 

studied. 

 However, some scholars argue differently. Some scholars claim that a case 

of gender stereotyping has been repeatedly written throughout the series. Amy 

Mason (2016) in an article entitled Harry and Hermione: Representations of Gender 

in Harry Potter, argues that there are times when the cases of genders stereotyping 

are being repeatedly documented in Harry Potter book series. This series also, 

according to Elizabeth Heilman (2016, p. 31) often reproduces traditional 

stereotypes between men and women.  

 It is interesting because there are different opinions between the author of 

the series and the scholars. This somehow proves that the representations and 

portrayal of gender in this series have to be critically examined in order to answer 

a question about whether the books are really stereotypical or not. This study is 

highly interesting and concerned with the issue of gender portrayal in the Harry 

Potter series. This study also aims to investigate and determine the answer to the 

above-mentioned question. Not only providing the answer, but this study might 

also as well provide proves which will support the later finding of the question. 

To be able to write an essay or understand gender roles and stereotypes, 

we must be able to differentiate between the two terms sex and gender. Sex refers 

to the biological traits and characteristics that define men and women, while 

gender refers to what society considers masculine or feminine, for example roles, 
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behaviors, activities and attributes. This means that ideas about sex do not vary 

much in different parts of the world, while ideas about gender can vary greatly. 

For example, knitting and child-rearing may be seen as belonging to the feminine 

gender in one culture, but not be considered gender-specific in another. All the 

same, men have male genitals, deeper voices, and are often more muscular than 

women because of the biological differences between the sexes (2009, p. 5). 

Simone de Beauvoir stated in her book devoted to women, The Second Sex, that 

“[o]ne is not born, but rather becomes, a woman” (301). She states that sex is 

something natural but that gender is something constructed. One can interpret 

this statement to mean that being female and being a woman is two different 

things. 

Method 

The best way to answer the proposed question related to the issue of the 

portrayal of gender stereotypes in the Harry Potter series is by doing a careful, 

deep, and close examination of the books. Despite the fact that there many studies 

and researches that have been conducted about the issue, the answers to the 

questions actually lie within the stories itself.  

Through this study, I am analyzing the characters of the Harry Potter 

book series. I base my argument about whether or not these series are gender 

stereotypes, using a list of stereotypical gender roles which is formulated by Lois 

Tyson’s (1999). Lois Tyson (1999, p. 85) believes that authors often “cast men as 

rational, strong, protective, and decisive” and they “cast women as emotional 

(irrational), weak, nurturing, and submissive.” By using the list, I look at how the 

characters of the series are performing their gender in everyday activities and 

when interacting with each other or other characters. In order to do this, I conduct 

a critical and close reading of the seven Harry Potter books and also pointed out 

several parts of the books in which the characters perform gender in a visible 

way. 
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Result adn Discussion 

Rational vs emotional 

 Boys and girls are believed to have specific traits which are different from 

each other. Those traits that they have often be portrayed in the product of 

literature. The first trait which happen to be different between boys and girl is 

that boys often portrayed to be rational when girls are shown to be emotional. 

This portrayal can be seen in several parts of the book.  

 Despite of being known as one of the smartest students at school, 

apparently, Hermione Granger shows such irrational behavior. This case 

happens in the first book of the series, Harry Potter and the Sorcerer’s Stone when 

the trio has to face a challenge when they are on the way to defeating Voldemort. 

However, in the midst of the crisis, it is shown there that, unlike her two male 

friends, Hermione is unable to think straight and be rational. Hermione may be 

smart enough to remember the name of the monster they are facing. Yet she 

seems to be caught up in the emotion that she couldn’t think of what to do to 

defeat the monster. It happens to be Ron, the male friend who is typically known 

to be rational who gives Hermione the idea that she can finally figure out how to 

get them out. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
‘Yes – of course – but there’s no wood!’ Hermione cried, wringing her 
hands.  
‘Have you gone mad?’ Ron bellowed. ‘Are you a witch or not?’ (Rowling 
J. , 1997, p. 202) 

 

 Another episode about how Hermione being too caught up in emotion so 

that she is unable to think rationally also happens in the second book of the series, 
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Harry Potter and the Chamber of Secrets. At that time, young Hermione Granger is 

shown to be having a crush on a not-so-capable teacher named Gilderoy 

Lockhart. Harry Potter and Ronal Weasley, however, are shown to be able to 

think rational. They can easily spot how incapable the professor according to 

some experience. Unfortunately, Hermione couldn’t do so since she is blinded by 

her emotion towards him. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
"He says he's done," Ron muttered. (Rowling J. , 1998, pp. 102-103) 

 

 This act is being repeated once again later in the sixth book of the series, 

Harry Potter and the Half Blood Prince. There in the book, Hermione might be 

described as the portrayed pupil. Yes, she might be bright and brilliant, yet at 

some part of the book, she is still shown to be caught up in such emotion that she 

barely thinks rationally. It happens when Hermione intentionally casts a spell on 

Cormac McLaggen, one of characters in the book. She purposely does that merely 

because she dislikes his attitudes. By seeing this, it can be seen that Hermione’s 
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judgement can be easily clouded by emotion. Harry Potter, as the male, on the 

other hand, has a chance to think rationally and reminds her about it. 

As they came into the castle, they spotted Cormac McLaggen entering the 

Great Hall. It took him two attempts to get through the doors; he ricocheted off 

the frame on the first attempt. Ron merely guffawed gloatingly and strode off 

into the Hall after him, but Harry caught Hermione’s arm and held her back. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 “Oh, be quiet,” she snapped, as he smirked. (Rowling J. , 2005, p. 295) 

 
 Not only Hermione Granger, apparently there is also another character 

who is considered to be too emotional based on Harry Potter’s point of view. It 

is Cho Chang, a girl who is Harry dating with. Turns out that Cho is a type of girl 

who often being caught up by her emotion. She cries a lot that it makes Harry 

feels frustrated. 

 
 
 
 
 
 (Rowling J. , 2003, p. 563)  
 

 The topic about the different trait between men and women is also being 

emphasized in a conversation between Hermione Granger and Harry Potter. 

Based on men’s point of view, it is shown that women often act impractical and 

it takes time to figure out what they want. Men, on the other hand, behave 

differently. They are less emotional and more straightforward. 
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 “Is that what she was doing?” said Harry as Ron dropped onto the bench 
opposite them and pulled every dish within reach toward himself.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
about Cedric dying!” (Rowling J. , 2003, pp. 572-573)   

 

Strong vs Weak 

 Another different trait between boys and girls is in term of physical 

strength, boys are often being portrayed to be stronger than girls. Readers can 

find many of examples of this case from many products of children's literature in 

which female characters are always rescued by men. The pattern of girls being 

saved by men can be found the classic tales. This typical pattern also appears in 

this series. 

 The time when Hermione Granger is written as a typical damsel in distress 

happens in the first book of the series Harry Potter and the Sorcerer’s Stone. In term 

of intelligence, Hermione is surely proven to be the best among her friends. On 

the other hand, she is unfortunately known to be not so powerful in term of 

physical strength. Despite of the knowledge she has, Hermione is known to 

shrink when she has to face the troll. Meanwhile the other two male friends, 

Harry Potter and Ronald Weasley have a chance to showcase their power by 

defeating the troll. 
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towards Ron instead, giving Harry time to run around it. (Rowling J. , 
1997, pp. 129-130) 

 Similar thing also happens in the second book of the series, Harry Potter 

and the Chamber o Secret. At that time, Hogwarts is being terrorized by such an 

attack from an unknown enemy—who petrifies not only students. The three 

main characters take a part in the search of the enemy. Hermione Granger shows 

a brilliant contribution by supporting them with knowledges to help Harry 

Potter and Ron Weasley finding the enemy. It becomes unfortunate because in 

the end of the day, Hermione has no time to showcase her contribution because 

he is being attacked. Turns out Harry and Ron who get a chance to solve the 

problem and get marked as the school savior.  
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eagerly and Ron leaned close to read it, too. (Rowling J. , 1998, p. 247) 

 Hermione Granger, apparently, doesn’t become the only character in this 

series whose weakness being pointed out. It is Fleur Delacour, who is being 

written in a similar way. She is student from a school names Beauxbatons. Fleur 

is invited as well as the other Beauxbatons students to be representatives of 

Triwizard Champions. Since the very beginning, she is known for her 

magnificent beauty. 

 “The champion for Beauxbatons,” said Dumbledore,  
“is Fleur Delacour!” “It’s her, Ron!” Harry shouted as the girl who so 
resembled a veela got gracefully to her feet, shook back her sheet of silvery 
blonde hair, and swept up between the Ravenclaw and Hufflepuff tables. 
(Rowling J. , 2000, p. 269) 

 Fleur manages to be one of the champions among the other men. 

Unfortunately, being similar to Hermione Granger, she doesn’t get much time to 

show her strength. In the midst of the challenges Fleur often being unable the 

obstacle she is facing. 
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head. (Rowling J. , 2000, p. 506) 

 In the final challenge, Fleur finally gets to be defeated. Unlike the other 

male friends, she couldn’t make it until the end for she is attacked in the halfway 

of the challenge. Based on this portrayal it can be seen that despite of the power 

that women have, it will always be men who manage to do it until the end. In 

term of physical strength and power, women will be considered to be secondary. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
front of the rest of the school. (Rowling J. , 2000, p. 625) 

 

Protective vs. Nurturing 

 Children are often introduced to the concept of protective males who are 

meant to rescue girls in distress, while females on the other hand are usually 

rescued by males. On the other hand, women have a responsibility to provide 

emotional support. The idea of women being in charge of caring for others occurs 

several times in the series. 

 As a woman, Hermione has a role to be the one who consoles others. It can 

be seen in several parts from the series. On of it happens in the third book of the 

series, Harry Potter and the Prisoner of Azkaban. In the early part of the book, 

students who are heading to Hogwarts are attacked by monstrous creature 

names Dementor. These creatures spread fears and affected the students, 

including Ginny Weasley, Ron’s younger sister. Right after the attack of 

Dementor, Ginny is found to be weakened. Hermione is there to soothe her. 
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Ginny, who was huddled in her corner looking nearly as bad as Harry felt, 
gave a small sob; Hermione went over and put a comforting arm around 
her. (Rowling J. , 1999, p. 62) 

 
 Similar trait of Hermione can be seen again in the fourth novel of the 

series, Harry Potter and The Goblet of Fire. Here she also shows such intention to 

soothe people, just like what she did to Ginny Weasley in the third book of the 

series. In the fourth book, Hermione initiates to approach Neville who is known 

being upset after the lesson of Defense Against the Dark Arts. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
“Neville, are you all right?” said Hermione. (Rowling J. , 2000, p. 218)  

 
 It seems that being the only girl in a group of friendship which consists 

two males gives Hermione Granger such a role to be a mother. Hermione, 

throughout the series is, has already been known as someone who is always there 

and initiates to comfort and soothe people—just like mothers always do to their 

children. The portrayal of Hermione Granger as a girl who is in charge of 

nurturing and taking care of the other two boys is being obviously visible in the 

last book of the series, Harry Potter and the Deathly Hollows. There in the book, the 

three main characters have to do such a quest of finding horcruxes—magical 

things which will be useful in defeating the villain, Lord Voldemort. During the 

quest, Hermione plays a role as a “mother” of the group. She prepares and pack 

things for their journey and carries essential things for them three.  
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morning, Harry, after you changed, and put it in here.... I just had a 
feeling....” (Rowling J. , 2007, pp. 161-162) 

 
Decisive vs. Submissive 

 Harry Potter as the main character of this series, has automatically been 

chosen as the leader of the group, who is in charge to being the decisive one and 

make plans on their journey. In this novel there are times where Harry makes 

decision all by himself without asking opinion his friends or discussing with 

others. This behavior is similar to male traits in which boys have an authority to 

make decision and always have to be listened to. 

 The time when Harry Potter being all decisive happens in the sixth book 

of the series, Harry Potter and the Half Blood Prince. This portrayal is visible in the 

part when Harry Potter is about to go in a journey with the headmaster of the 

school, Albus Dumbledore to take a magical thing named horcrux. At that time 

Harry is anxious because by the time they leave, Hogwarts is left unprotected. 

Being worried of the attack that might happen, Harry asks his friend to protect 
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the school. He decides thing all by himself by his intuition without discussing 

with his friends first. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
“Take this as well —” He thrust the socks into Ron’s hands. (Rowling J. , 
2005, pp. 693-694) 

   
 Similar things also happen in the last book of the series, entitled Harry 

Potter and the Deathly Hollows. Hermione Granger as a female has a role to nurture 

his friends but Harry as a male, since the very beginning becomes the leader who 

makes decision for the group. At that time, Harry Potter, who has an ability to 

read the villain’s mind, sees something which terrifies him—he sees that their 

school might be under attack. By the time he sees this, he immediately changes 

the group’s plan. He and his friends are supposed to take a rest after they manage 

to steal horcrux yet after reading Voldemort’s mind, he decides they should get 

going. He decides it immediately all by himself without giving any chance for his 

friends to discuss. Hermione proposes to make plan to make them ready but 

Harry neglects the idea, saying that there will be no enough time for them. In the 

end, his friends have no choice but to follow his plans. 
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and together they turned on the spot into the crushing darkness. (Rowling 
J. , 2007, pp. 552-553) 

  Not only being the “leader” among his two friends, Hermione Granger 

and Ron Weasley, Harry Potter is also considered as the leader among his school 

friends, in which his decision is most likely listened to. This portrayal is visible 

in the fifth book of the series, Harry Potter and the Order of the Phoenix. At that time, 

several Hogwarts students are taking part in such group which focuses on 

learning the defense against the dark arts. The group is already made but the 

leader has not been chosen yet but it seems that every student in the group looks 

up on Harry in making decision.  

It was immediately apparent on entering the Great Hall that Umbridge’s 

sign had not only appeared in Gryffindor Tower. There was a peculiar intensity 

about the chatter and an extra measure of movement in the Hall as people 

scurried up and down their tables confer- ring on what they had read. Harry, 
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Ron, and Hermione had barely taken their seats when Neville, Dean, Fred, 

George, and Ginny descended upon them.  

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
arm. (Rowling J. , 2003, p. 354) 

  
 By finishing the process of reading the whole series, the answer of the 

above-mention question about whether or not this series is capable to challenge 

the gender stereotype can be found. It turns out that the answer which lies within 

the series is different from what the original author has claimed. Several scholars 

may argue that this series promote equality for both boys and girls but 

throughout the books, I find out that no, this series is unfortunately incapable of 

challenging gender stereotype. 

Conclusion  

 This study is conducted because I find myself being intrigued by the 

existed difference between the scholars and the writer of the series. Several 

scholars believe that the Harry Potter series are portraying stereotypical gender 

roles yet the author claims that she has intention to promote gender equality. The 

different claims between them lead me to a question about whether this book is 

really stereotypical or not. Yes, several scholars may find it different and the 

writer may claim that she has intention to portray gender equality—means she is 

giving the same opportunity for both boys and girls. Unfortunately, after 

finishing the critical reading process the answer that I find is totally the opposite.  

 In order to answer the question about whether or not this book is really 

stereotypical, I am using a list by Lois Tyson as a base to see how the characters 

are behaving or interacting with each other. By doing a close reading to the whole 

series, I am convinced that this series often shows its characters to behave under 
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the stereotypical gender roles. Boys and girls in this series may have equal 

opportunity in several occasions yet there is more time when they are portrayed 

stereotypically—especially girls, who often be shown being submissive. 

However, by reading the whole books of the series and conducting the study, 

here in the last part, I provide a statement about how I end up with a conclusion 

that this series is portraying gender stereotype and seems to be unable to 

challenge them. 
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